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The Stern fans- in no matter what category her work - can be counted on 
for a substantial edition, and this return to fiction will he gleefully hailed. MUEnter- 
taining reading as she is, this cannot be termed one of her important works. It belongs 
with such of her novels as Long Lost Father and Oleander River ~— but definitely it is 
not of the stature nor substance of the Matriarch series. It is a story of a disorgan- 
ized family, made even worse by the desertion of their mother and the black moodiness 
of their father, disillusioned, embittered, but still driven by his nemesis to “kill 
the thing he loves", whether wife, or son. When Harry, the eldest, runs away, Jessamy, 
at 16, is recalled from school at the suggestion of the deus ex machina of the houses — 
hold, Uncle Lionel, charming and completely soulless, while posing as a man of deep 
understanding and sympathy. He has moved in with his lares and penates; he sets up a 
convincing false front of whimsy (which gets as nauseating to the reader as to his per- 
ceptive niece)- and he makes Jessamy's almost impossible task in wartime even more 
difficult. Torn between desperate longing for a regular family like the Morgan neigh- 
bors~ and a determination to try to hold the remnants of her own family together, 
Jessamy's story has humor and pathos and Miss Stern makes the most of it, The finale, 
with Uncle Lionel exiting in triumph, and Harry returning with a wife- not the one of 
Jessamy's choice- and young Ginger resentful of her sacrifices to help him out of 
scrapes and bluntly asking her to scram-- winds up with Jessamy in retreat to London- 
and to love at first sight on a park bench giving her a new and dazzling goal. 


A DaRK HORSE PRIZE NOVEL 











February 17) 


Sinclair, Jo WASTELAND Harper 
$2.50 
sil Here is the Harper Prize Novel ~ an intensely and absorbingly interesting 


book which has debatable elements for popularity. Those who like it - as I do = will 
like it enormously. Will accept the sometimes awkward frame of analysis in which it 
is set. Will feel that- in its way- it makes up as important a contribution today 

as Lewisohn's The Island Within did in its day. For here again is the story of a Jew 
who finds himself, but this time a Jew who, brought up in a sordid unlovely background 
of surface acceptance of Judaism, has tried to escape it and has lived in the fear and 
insecurity of false colors. It is a story too of the "wastelands" of many lives,- in 
this instance members of Jake's family,- the father he has always hated; the mother 
for whom he has felt grudging responsibility and pity; the older sister whose own 
wretched married life is something he has closed his eyes to; the brother, now success-— 
ful, now a failure; the second sister whom he takes for granted is just a step above a 
prostitute; the younger sister who has shouldered the challenge her brothers refused, 
and has been driven into the tragedy of Lesbianism. It is this sister, Debby, who 
saves them all, for in her own desperate need, she had found a psychiatrist who was 
wise and understanding. And it is Jake's process of bringing up from his subconscious 
the whole murky pattern of his relations with his family, set in his analysis, that 
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provides the pieces which fit into the whole of his story, a story rooted in the need 
for security of a Jew in his Jewishness....The author has attempted a difficult task- 
and made the result a challenge to face other "wastelands". 


A Number of Thoroughly Salseable Items 


Well above average is Frank Yerby's THE FOXES OF HARROW (Dial). There's a new Ilka 
Chase novel- I LOVE iiISS TILLI BEAN (Doubleday). There's a thoroughly holding first 
novel that we liked, THE SOUND OF YEARS by Merriam Modell (S&S). See reports below. 





PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-~Fiction 





February 5 
Yerby, Frank THE FOXES OF HARROW Dial 
$3.00 
* First rate entertainment, in a full bodied, lusty regional novel of New 


Orleans and the bayou plantation reaches - a two generation story spanning the years 
from 1825 when the personable red—headed gambler was picked off a river sand bar where 
he'd been stranded , and gambled his way to success and the hand of a cold and lovely 
Creoleonto the Civil War and their son in whose blood ran the passions of both parents. 
There's a good deal of the appeal of such novels as Frances Keyes! River Road ~ to 
which it is comparable in richness of detail of plantation life, in picturing a slave- 
dominated civilization at its peak and its decadence. Good story telling. 





February 19 


Hall, Chenoweth THE CROW ON THE SPRUCE Houghton, ififflin 
$2.50 

A Maine town and the rebirth of decency and stability as the death of Carl 
Alders, whose ideas of power and estate had devitalized both the place and the people, 
sets in motion events that effect all connected with him. There is his wife, ready to 
flee the town and his cannery, his half brother who feels the time has now come for 
greater recognition, the various debt-ridden men in Alders' clutches, fishermen who 
supply the cannery, and so on. The many interrelated lives are resolved through in- 
formation that Emmaline Clark gets from the widow which gradually disperses Carl's hold. 
Emmaline, who dreamed big dreams for her husband and son, wearied of her battle to 
make them over, tries unfaithfulness, despite the town's watchfulness, only to learn 
that there is another way to hold what she has, a new approach to what she wants. And 
the widow and her sons stay on, while the town, through with its teapot tempest, settles 
down for a better future. Feel of place and people- a holding microscopic intensity - 
backgrounds and personal detail for a public town meeting. 


February 21 


Chase, Ilka I LOVE MISS TILLI BEAN a 
Se 

A fairly artificial little package of sex and sentiment, which somehow 
lacks the worldly woman appeal of Past Imperfect and In Bed We Cry. In again-out 
again emotional entmglements of Tilli, whose talent for needlework has - step by step- 
brought her to a debut as stylist and model for a French couturier, Pierre Latour. 
She wins his love, and learns just before her marriage of his impotence. Following 
his suicide, she turns to unambitious Donald - but eventually leaves him to set up a 
salon in New York. Then in middle age she falls in love again, this time with an art- 
ist tied to a nymphodipsomaniac wife, from whom he is eventually freed. There is L$ 
of strictly black chiffon sophistication than before - but ample of the qualities that 
have big “women appeal". A first printing of 75,000 justifies expectation that the 
publishers are backing it heavily. ~~ 
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February25 4 /24 


Doiesien Hermann THE TWINS OF NUREMBERG L.B. Fischer 


$3.00 


Montage from last war to this—in a discursive, expansive novel, often flor- 
id, sometimes overpowering. The twins, Primula and Uli, typify the double German char- 
acter, and the clash resulting. Primula, in escape from a harsh father, has an affair 
with an unprincipled ex-officer, Lust, who leaves her pregnant so that she may take the 
baby. And then Lust marries Primula- and Uli, the philosopher-liberal Musiek - and 
Primula’ bears twins. Each girl takes one,— Primula, Caesar; Uli, Alexander. With the 
growing peril of Naziism, Uli and her family take refuge in France; while Primula gains 
theatre fame, and Lust rises in the party hierarchy. The years that follow bring 
torture and imprisonment and death, but eventually Alexander, as an American soldier, 
meets his own mother, Primula, in Occupied Germahy in 1945. Translation by James Stern 
and E.B. Ashton. (The author wrote Oppernicus and His World.) 





February 26 


lNeCullers, Carson MEMBER OF THE WEDDING Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.50 

A portrait of a mood, a phase and the passing of a summer in the life of 
a twelve year old girl, Frankie, which has a heavy quality of the strange, the stagnant, 
but is otherwise virtually motionless. The author pictures Frankie, an awkward adoles- 
cent at a time of indirection, isolation, as she glooms around the kitchen and dark 
Berenice, thinks of her brother's wedding in glamorous terms, and decides to go- unin- 
vited~ with them, so as to get away from home. After days of inaction, introspection, 
the wedding takes place - and Frankie, violent and tearful, is taken back home. An odd, 
unhappy little story, with the bizarre, neurotic atmosphere Carson McCullers achieves. 


February 28 


Dedmon, Emmett DUTY TO LIVE Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.50 

The already too familiar formula of the flight crew in a cross section as 
they prevare for a last mission, and as- in flashback- the individuals are touched in 
with past and present lives. Here they are,- Paul Darby, new pilot, and the first time 
out; Macek, a younger son, attempting to live up to the older brother who had died in a 
prison camp; Bill, with a three day wife; Smith, who had promised his family that he 
would not fly; Palmer, an artist, Rodriquez, a Mexican and others. There's ample avia- 
tion terminology for the procedures they follow,- the take-off, the final destruction 
of plane and men. With occasional moralistic, philosophic overtones, but mainly a 
technice.l, rather impersonal performance. 


February ??? 


Davies, Rhys THE BLACK VENUS —s 
2.79 

What bundling was in pioneer America, courting in bed was in the not so far 
distant days of Wales, where some of the villages cling to primitive ways. But Ayron 
was beginning to be self-consciously modern, and the vicar and a divorce from England 
had taken in hand the case of a rich and independent young woman Olwen Powell, who 
held to her rights to know a man- though not actually in the flesh- before she wed. 
The story starts with her trial- the village agog, though shut out. She is aquitted. 
but certain limitations are imposed, and she continues to set her will against the town 
gossips, until she finds herself caught in a net of her own making. Then she marries- 
‘ut not the father of her coming child~ and for thirteen years keeps her mate at.a dis- 
tance, until he once again claims his rights to “courting in bed". An amusing bit of 
folkways in action- original in matter and manner. But too odd to be surely popular. 
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March 7 


“eoinon, Edmund MEMOIRS OF HECATE COUNTY Doubleday 

: $2.50 

Wilson's name will attract some readers to a book that will enhance neither 

his revutation nor his publishers. (They are not promoting the book as an important 
Wiison item, one must say in their defense!) The central character- the "I" of the 
stories - is an artist with a tiny income, just enough to permit dabbling in second 
rate art among third rate people. These are adventures among his neighbors of the 
American country club set between the wars, trading wives and swilling bad gin, dabbling 
in perversion and giving lives of waste and artificial stimulus to lusts of the flesh, 
He has a six-month-of-the~year mistress in California, while at home he goes in for 
seduction at long range with a hypochondriac who teased him to the point of taking his 
frustrations to a taxi dancer for relief (this occupies a good half of the book with 
a@ documentary film sound track in double seduction). The other half of the book has 
several shorter adventures of more pallid nature,... This isn't even good erotica. 


March 8 


Perkins, J.R. ANTIOCH ACTRESS Bobbs-Merrill 
$2.75 
The struggle for survival of Christianity in the post-apostelic period is 

surveyed in a story of the theatrical mission to Antioch of a pagan, vengeful actress. 
Trajan has vished to secure Syrian backing for his imperialistic ambitions by weakening 
the Christians, and he orders the actress with her writer and stage director to present 
in Antioch satiric pantomimes calculated to ridicule Christianity out of existence. 
Cynthia Mamuta had once been a Christian and a native of Antioch, and returns to take 
triumphant personal vengeance on the selfless courageous bishop Ignatius, and his niece. 

“e stirs up race and religious vrejudice, she commits outrages against the Church, she 
causes Christians to be exiled, she reveals the Roman Commander as a convert — and 
finally is disillusioned and heart-—broken when Caesar tries to bargain for the support 
of Ignatius, and ultimately- having lost the love and respect of her writer-lover, she 
herself repents and is accepted back into the Church. An historical novel which re~ 
veals the issues of the times in the characters, The author- who wrote the successful 
The Emveror's Physician has once again tapped the rich vein of the early Christian 
Church for his theme. But the book has more appeal for the Graves’ market. 





29 
March 16 


Lowden, Leone PROVING GROUND McBride 
$3.00 

A long, detailed novel of the Civil War years in Sylvan Grove, Indiana, 
spiced with enough melodrama, family tangles and scandal, and rooted in sound research, 
to carry substantial bulk. The Weai family is disrupted by family troubles and war, 
as the Union cause is undermined with The Knights of the Golden Circle, The Sons of 
Liberty, and the Order of the American Knights. The father is blackmailed into work- 
ing for the Order, and leaves his family to shift for themselves, which they manage to 
do through grim days, while the war takes three sons. Subversive propaganda-false id- 
entities— confused loyalties combine to make an intricately vlotted story. 


March 21 


Dreiser, Theodore THE BULWARK wae 
2.75 
: Without the prestige of the Dreiser name, this would be labelled a slow, 
stolid portrait of a man's life, set against the materialism of the modern world, As 
such it is worthwhile in its fidelity, its realism- but it seems a little dated. 
Solon Barnes has been brought up to reverence the sobriety and industry of his Quaker 
heritage. Even a wealthy marriage and an important position as a Philadelphia broker 
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does not make him deviate from the correct or the unworldly. But his five children 
are rebels~ and two bring him shame, but Solon, firm in his faith, holds fast to its 
comfort. ... The Dreiser name and the news value of a first book in close to 20 years, 


will give this critical rather than popular significance. 
March 21 


King-Hall, Magdalen LIFE AND DEATE OF THE WICKED LADY SKELTON yrs 
2.00 

Family haunting in a cleverly turned, out and out romamcing., Back’ through the 
years, various manifestations show the violence of the restless spirit and finally 
the story of Barbara, Lady Skelton, is revealed. Secretive, passionate, sly, she 
marries for name, position, money and finds in her marriage no outlet for her vitality 
nor intelligence. Loss at cards spurs her to robbery anda taste of adventure turns her 
into a highwayman by night, a lady by day. An affair with a famous highwayman teaches 
her the power of passion; they perpetrate daring coups; murder is added to their re- 
pertoire of misdeeds, When he is unfaithful she betrays him- then turrs her atten~-' 
tions to seducing her sister~in-law's fiance- and, in one last raid, is accidentally 
wounded by her lover, and dies, before she can discard her disguise. The scandal is 
out- and for centuries her spirit walks. Tale teller's facy, 


March 25 


Powers, Anne THE GALLANT YEARS Bobos-Merrill 
; $2.75 

The uncoordinated stand of the clans against the Norman and English invas- 
ion of Ireland inthe late 14th century is background for the romance of Kentigern, 
sensitive on the score of the family record of scandal, and Aine, daughter of the 
chief of the O'Darrell. Kentigern's romantic and military adventures lead to the 
calming of his wild ways and the forging of his character for the future, and Aine, 
to taunt him, flirts with his bastard brother, James, causing Kentigern to throw hin- 
self yet more avidly into making a mock of the English dream of security. Eventually, 
a solution is offered and Kentigern gets his lady and the chance to prove his worth... 
Not the swashbuckling tyne of story, but a solid interpretation of the life and policies 
of the times, colored by the language and terms of the period, Rather slow going. 


Reddin, Kenneth YOUNG MAN WITH A DREAii — Books 
2.90 

Aronically turned and not particularly appealing variant of the lotus eat- 
er, in a present day fantasy. Irresponsible, romantic Gulliver Sheils, living off a 
small inheritmce in Dublin, spends his days in search of his dream, an accident the 
victim of which will reward Gulliver, his rescuer, with financial security. The future 
of this dream is the South Sea island, Karatonga, and the indolent life. Despite the 
persistent attentions of Jennifer, blonde and brassy, Gulliver pursues his prospective 
casualty, but finds instead a patron and companion, rich, drunken MacNeill. All set 
to leave for the goal of the dream, an accident occurs- but to Gulliver- and he is 
left behind in the hospital under the ministrations of the determined Jennifer. 


March 26 


Tennant, Kylie LOST HAVEN Macmillan 
$3,00 
Another picture (the author's fourth) of Australia, this time a small 
coastal town with highly individual residents and family relations. To Lost Haven 
comes Cherry, natural daughter of Alec, boat builder and husband of Jamaica, who is 
forever battling his predecessor Kelly; and Benison, daughter of O'Shea, eager for 
escape from her staid librarian's life. Benison is hired to care for Cherry's grand- 
father, and the two girls are forced into unwilling friendship, though both want the 
same boy, Len, Cherry wins out and Benison is forced to find compensation in literary 
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research, which in turn betrays her into disclosing her father's still. Cherry learns 
that Alec is her natural father, in rebellion plans to elope tith Len, but Benison sets 
Alec on their trail, Alec is killed, and Cherry and Benison return to their old lives. 
Broad social comedy. 


March 27 


Lobaugh, Elma K. THE DEVIL IS LONELINESS Current Books 
$2.50 
Compounded into a strong brew, this story of a steel mill, its workers, 
end a southern girl's seeking to escape loneliness, The Babe, big, friendly, finds 
release in drinking, casual friendships, until she attracts the general manager, Stevens, 
wiose possessive, respectable wife drives him into Babe's arms. Their affair is gos- 
Siped about at the mill, and Stevens cools off, fearing for his reputation, particular- 
ly since the mill has just been through a strike. When Babe learns his wife is divorc- 
ing him for adultery, in her drunkeness she loses control of her machine, wrecks a man - 
and runs away. Direct, unembellished story of meetings in loneliness that do little 
more than emphasize the frustrations and heartbreak that result, Warning - uninhibited. 


Eustis, Helen THE HORIZONTAL MAN Vv “cae 
2,50 
A clever- to almost caricatural- portrait of a small college campus, an 
agonized group of people among the faculty and students as they are involved in the 
murder of a professor, brilliant, romantic Kevin Boyle. Under his influence were liolly 
Morrison, student and misfit, the hysterical type who falsely confesses to the murder; 
Freda Cramm, an overbearing, overripe blonde whose pursuit of Boyle had failed; George 
Hungerford, an older professor who considers Boyle his protege. “s scandal grows, to 
the horror of the authorities, Molly and Hungerford become increasingly unstable, un- 
til the revelation of Hungerford's split personality brings solution of the mystery - 
and he is taken tothe asylum, Extremes of the psychopathic and the comic are not al- 
ways in harmony. For a first novel, this shows capable writing. 
Stowman, Knud WITH CRADLE AND CLOCK 4/!° a 
2.90 
A fairly elementary account of obstetrical advance, as Jonathan Kent sticks 
to his determination to be a man midwife, rather than just a physician, in spite of his 
wife to be's insistence that he follow her father's footsteps in medicine, Carefully 
cherishing his vocation, Johathan manages to make friends with the midwives, wins 
favor, with those patients he is able to treat, and, delivering the Mayor's daughter 
safely, and saving her baby, gains him his accolade - great progress for Nanhattan of 
the early 1800's, His story is set against the growth of the city, Queen Anne's war, 
pirates and smuggling, and the mad governorship of Lord Cornbury. Gentle handling of 


facts. : - 
Meares Cliilecl // 


Baker, Charles H, dr. BLOOD OF THE LAMB _—- 
2.0 

This is a first novel and a raw, regional portrait- after Caldwell- of the 
Florida crackers, which, unfortunate and unsavory as it may be, provides humor and trag- 
edy. This is the story of Preacher Love Gudger, lazy, lewd and mean-minded, who early 
finds profit in delivering gouls to God. Married to massive Birdie, Love was forced 
to leave Mississippi after the scandal with one of his choir members, and he went to 
Florida to carry on his revivals. This is also the story of his son, luke, ungainly 
and unpopular, who is indoctrinated in the finer pleasures by liiz Nelliemadge ~ picks 
up a disease later in a "ho" house and provides his father with a "cause", There is 
talent here, a humor which is blunt, bawdy, a realism which is authentic, and an un- 
derstanding of human nature- or perhaps of just plain nature. 
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March 29 


Barrett, honte TEMPERED BLADE Bobbs—Merrill 
$2.75 


Among the many paths that led to the Alamo, was that of James Bowie, and 
this is his story, the growing of a legend. Pride hurt and faith lost, when his love, 
Sybil Case, unexpedtedly marries another, Jim hardens his ambition for money, becomes 
a land operator in Louisiana, then Texas. His exploits in duels, against Indians, 
Spaniards, make him famous, and he becomes ore of the leaders against Santa Anna. Sybil 
follows his career, hating him for never scknowledging his paternity of their daughter, 
Jacqueline. With his part in the defense of the Alamo, she realizes he has tried to 
help her and the girl, that he was really a hero. Colorful border and pioneer history, 
that traverses much traveled ground, from a new direction, in adequate presentation. 


Meritt? t 


md 
Steegmller, Frances STATES OF GRACE Cyr Is mane? gay: 
2.00 

A gentle, but pointed, caricature of a female force bested by an understand- 
ing human young priest against the unconventionalities of Egypt. There is light irony, 
and satire, in the story of dominating Mrs. Brennan, sister of a U.S, Bishop, who is 
committed to serving as a power house for the parish of St. Patrick's. Her sole 
opponent, who refuses to give way to her juggernaut tactics, is young Father Philip, 
who has just arrived to assist the aged Father in charge. Father Philip wins the 
loyalty of his landlady in the fight, finds financial freedom when valuable relics are 
discovered on church property. Then Mrs. Brennan becomes a nun, ousts the Mother 
Superior of the Convent, and plans an orphanage. This too Father Philip blocks, and 
bribes the Superior of the Order to take her back to Ireland, thus insuring liquidation 
of her evil genius. Catholicism, in its temporal, rather than wholly spiritual aspects- 
with quiet humor, 


Harris, Mark TRUMPET TO THs WORLD Grd | Reynal & Hitchcock 
$2.50 

A polemic of the Negro today, in fictional form, which, with a certain 
lyricism, tells the struggle of Willie Jim, born in degraded circumstances, but with 
a curiosity about the larger world which takes him away from home, Big, serious, sen- 
sitive, Willie Jim learns with docility, educates himself, until he comes to the home 
of Eddie Mae, a young white girl, who helps him, teaches him, dignifies him- and even- 
tually levels out the color line by falling in love with him, Eddie Mae, pregnant, 
goes to New York to have their baby, while Willie Jim stays south to fight it out. 
The house he buys is burned - and, disheartened, he enlists, only to have to accept 
the fact of two armies, white and colored. He gets a chance to work for his own people 
in the Army until further blocked by a prejudiced new officer...lacks the emotional 
appeal of tive Son- of Petry's The Street (see P. 528), for it loses itself too often 
in the articulation of propaganda. But the story carries its own message. 


Kersh, Gerald NIGHT AND THE CITY Simon & Schuste 
v ~ $2.50 

A story of the London Underworld- night life of the city at its most de- 
graded- with Harry Fabian, pander, boaster, and small-time crook, as the central figure. 
He poses as a song writer, a big shot back in New York- he keeps on the ragged edge by 
fooling some of the people most of the time- and he lives on his "take" from Zoe, and 
from various forms of blackmail, and from promoting "projects" of which he quickly ‘.res. 
Much of the action takes place in a dive where bums and drunks are hi-jacked for what 
they have on them and then booted out. And there's a thread of romance in the story of 
Adam, who wanted to be a sculptor when he'd put enough aside to stop being a waiter at 
the dive- and Helen, who felt herself above being a "hostess" but who worked there until 
che could get something better. A story told in successive shots- vivid, authentic- and 
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almost unrelievedly unpleasant but convincing realism, By the author of Faces in a 
Dusty Picture, 








y 7? QP Mo, B 
Modell, Merriam THE SOUND OF YEARS Simon & Schuster 
| “ $2.50 
* A first novel and thoroughly holding melodrama, toned down by intelligent 


writing, characterization, guarded exposition. The author is a short story writer (New 
Yorker and elsewhere) - and in this, her first full length novel, she has written a 
subtly contrived and sustained story of a woman, which achieves by implication and re- 
straint, considerable curiosity appeal. It is Ellen's story, Ellen, thoroughly con- 
servative, complacent, and comfortable with her marriage, her 4-year old child, and her 
convenient habit of self-deception, Her security is unsettled, however, by the remind- 
er of Brigitta, the child she's had illegitimately at 20, and left in Hurope, who now 
comes to live with Ellen. Brigitta's arrival brings to the forefront the old affair 
with Richard, at the time only an antidote to Johnny, an artist, who had loved her and 
disappeared after the suicide of Ellen's brother, Then history repeats itself- Ellen's 
indifference is indirectly responsible for Brigitta's death, Aa unusual approach, not 
on too obvious nor popular a plane. 


AND ONLY TWO THRILLERS. 


March 13. 
Carr, John Dickson He WHO WHISPERS Bg 
2,00 
Meticulous trickery, as Dr. Fell fulminates through a case of vampirism, 
as he provides a logical, natural explanation of unnatural events, An unexplained 
death in France is rehearsed in England, and an attempt to frighten to death is un- 
raveled in all its ingeniousness by Fell's ability to rationalize the eerie, 
Meweh29 slut 7/2 
Short, Luke CORONERS CREEK Macmillan 
$2.00 
The Short, smooth treatment for a story of personal reprisal as Chris Danning, 
bitter and determined to get revenge for the death of his girl, tabs his antagonist in 
Younger Miles - who with the sheriff as father-in-law and a rough crew, has gained un- 
limited power and money. Playing a lone hand, Ohris finally gets support as the sheriff, 
to gain his self-respect, quits on Miles, lines up with Chris and the dead girl's 
brother to inflict a warranted end. Good. 


Further News on BANTAM BOOKS, Inc. 


The mich publicized joint venture intc the realm of $.25 reprints on the part of The 
Curtis Publishing Company and Grosset & Dunlap is inaugurated on January 7th with the 
publication of the first list of 20 titles. Four additional titles will be issued each 
month. The first volumes to come off the press are varied in selection of titles, and 

in format similar to Pocket Books, good typography and page layout, unabridged as to text, 








Benson- MEET Mi IN ST, LOUIS Nathan~ ONE MORHB SPRING 

Daly- EVIDENCE OF THINGS SHEN Paul- THE LAST TIME I SAW PARIS 
Dean- A NURDER BY MARRIAGE Rawlings- SOUTH MOON UNDER 
Fitzgerald— THE GREAT GATSBY Rorick— MR. AND MRS, CUGAT 

Ford- THE TOWN CRIED MURDER ' Sabatini- SCARAMOUCHS 

Grey- NEVADA Schulberg— WHAT MAKES SAMMY RUN? 
Gruber- THE GIFT HORSE Steinbeck- THE GRAPES OF WRATH 
Hobart- OIL FOk THE LAMPS OF CHINA St. Exupery- WIND, SAND AND STARS 
Homes- THEN THERE WERKE THREE Tarkington- SEVENTEEN 

Household— ROGUE MALE Twain- LIFE ON THE MISSISSIPPI 


The Best of Luck to the New Venture, 
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MUST BOOKS 

Karly March I 
White, William Allen THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF Macmillan 
° A revealing human document in the story of a great American, snc a 


newspaper editors. It is an extraordinartly frank and objective autobiography, a fair 
assessment of his own frailties - and he admits to more than his admirers will concede 

- as well as a sensible awareness of the factors that contributed to his growing fame, 
"Bred and born" in Kansas, he became for the world a symbol of the groping, sprawling, 
expanding middlewest, in its “growing pain days" of the last quarter of the century and 
its formative days of the first quarter of the 20th century. Truly amazing is his memory 
for meticulous details of childhood and youth, the period in which he draws himself as 
“villain of the piece" with constant yielding to the temptation to boast of his success-— 
es, (To be sure, those successes deserved a hearing, for already he was making the Empo- 
ria Gazette a significant news sheet and his editorial page was quoted everywhere, 
particularly in its human interest aspect.) He acknowledges that he was often on the 
losing side of big issues, suggesting by implication that his influence was always in 
human terms rather than in opinion molding, Even those early chapters, detailed as they 
are, seem never long winded, but hold reader interest. His audience grew as the fame of 
his sensational “What's the matter with Kansas?" brought him assignments from magazines 
and book publishers. Many will read his book primarily for the last half, and the in- 
side picture of the Republican Party in the days of MéKinley, Mark Hanna, Theodore 
Roosevelt, the elder La Follette, Resd, Harding and others -— and he pulls no punches i& 
his delineations, Once a Republican, he was always a Republican at heart, and his opposie 
tion to T,R's bolting the party and the organization of the Progressive (Bull Moose) 
Party cost him the perelty of being scooped by every paper on the story. When Roosevelt 
refused to run ths second time, White went back to his old love. His conscience troubled 
him in regard to Harding; his defense of him is today rather pathetic reading, On many 
issues he confesses befuddlement, and admits that he failed to come to grips and was 
often superficial on vital matters, He envisioned himself as undeserving of the title of 
Sage~ but considered himself a groping, fallible htiman being, compromisiag too often, but 
reaching upward, The book carries through Harding's death- one could wish that White had 
lived to complete it, It includes the First World War and its aftermath, and White's own 
defense of Wilson's League of Nations, There is moving writing- some new, some familiar 
as the famous piece on his davghter's death. All in all, it stands as a great piece of 
frank and honest autobiography. The Book of the Month selection will extend a big market. 


Sheean, Vincent THIS HOUSE AGAINST THIS HOUSE 3)27 ae eat 
3. 

Sheean's name and Random House promotion - and the importance of what Sheean 
has to see will take this book aver the hurdle of opening and closing ghapters that are 
too diffuse, too philosophical in content— and a shade too much verging on a distinctly 
highbrow = almost esoteric- style which is out of key with the sound correspondent's 
approach of the main body of the book, There's an enormous amount of interesting and 
challenging comment on the two major war fronts (North Africa and Italy- and C BI with 
the inauguration of the B- 29's), Thers's fearless criticism of the policy in Italy-— and 
intelligent analysis and defense of the policy in North Africa and the handling of the © 
De Gaulle puzzle. As interpgeter, liaison man, intelligence service~ he had a strategic 
position from which to approach the various situations. He was later sent as a correspon- 
dent to France- then to Germany, and views the intransigeance of the Germans, who do not 
consider themselves responsibie for the world holocaust, nor look upon themselves as a 
defeated nation, And in the closing chapters, he presents his views of the San Francisco 
Conference-- its achievements, its failures. Throughout the book, the dominant note strese 
es the point made by his title- "a house divided against itself cannot stand" and that 
house—the world~ cannot survive if the United States and the Soviet Union cannot find 
common ground for the general good. He feels that instinctive in both nations is the de~- 
sire tor peace and prosperity; and that their differences are not of necessity a cauae 
for conflict but must be understood if conflict is to be avoided, An important-—but not 
an easy—-book, 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 





February 14 


Jackson, Robert H. THE CASE AGAINST THE NAZI WAR CRIMINALS Knopf 
$2.00 
An historic document - which establishes a new principle in international 
relationships - the responsibility of leaders for crimes against humanity. In legal 
Circles, this is a Must Book. The layman who is profoundly interested in the details 
of procedure — the charges made by Justice Jackson for the American delegation against 
the Nazi war criminals - will be interested in reading the complete text of which, 
only PM I believe, published more than a digest. This book includes the Charter es- 
tablishing the International Tribunal, the indictments against the twenty-four top 
defendants and seven major organizations, the complete text of Jackson's statement. 


— 


February #2? 2 


Ford, Lt. Col. Corey & CLOAK AND DAGGER Random House 
MacBain, Maj. Alastair $2.50 


Another expose and eulogy of the unsung, often ridiculed, secret heroism 
of the Office of Strategic Service- which adds little to Sub-Rosa (page 13). A col- 
lection of yarns and anecdotes which tell the tele of American espionage, the support 
of underground movements, dangerous missions into the heart of enemy territory, the 
overground railroad to friendly bases. Like Sub-Rosa, here is the silent war behind 
the lines, the Jeds in France, the double collaboration of Thailand's puppet emperor, 
the mercy missions of the Burmese natives, and (not included in the’ other book) the 
mass German surrender in Italy. This with more individual incidents- and greater 
significance given to these incidents- provides a more comprehensive picture of the 
OSS than did Sub-Rosa, in equally popular terms. 








March ‘J 


Robinson, Ione A WALL TO PaINT OW Dutton 
$3.75 
Through letters, here is the artistic and personal career of one of 
America's mural painters, as she covers the years 1927-1939. From her trip to Penn- 
sylvania from California, at 16, to art school, to her early years in New York, Burope, 
Mexico, and the impact of these new places, people, trends on her youthful mind, to 
her growing interests, developing ideas, and her pursuit of her ambitions, this is 
definitely the me-myself-and-I school. She missed no one of artistic note in her 
travels, she ran afoul of Communism early, witnessed the Spanish Civil War, felt the 
temper of Europe before this war. There is pleaty of intimate detail, personal obser- 
vation and comment. A blend of artistic and femine, this has a certain glamor. 
2t pages of illustrations. 
12 
March #* 


Guerard, Albert FRANCE: «A Short History Norton 
$3.00 
Here is a short, historical interpretation of the trend and momentum that 
determined France's identity, spanning pre-history to the present. Guerard attempts 
to define the Frenchness of his native country, geography, the economic and ideological 
factors of race, language, political philosophy, its dynasties, literature and artists, 
the Revolution, her historical fear of Germany and war, her own brand of nationalism- 
all the forces which have made Frenchmen cosmopolitens and France the world's adopted 
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country. This is necessarily sketchy history but an interesting profile by a French 
scholar. 
March-5 sh 
Bradley, Cliff BUILDING THe SMALL BOaT Macmillan 
$2.49 

Handbook for the amateur on small boat building, which should help men 
and boys to learn how to study and apply boat blueprints (Bradley advises getting the 
best to be had). He urges proper tools, proper preparations, thoughtful consideration 
of the kind of boat, the purpose for which it is to be used, the sort of power. Then 
the chapters follow the successive steps of hull construction-"laying down"-—"zetting 
out the parts"-various modes of practical small boat frame set-ups— "planking"- finish- 
ing off the hull. The last chapters describe the actual building of four small boats, 
a rowing skiff, a little sailboat, a utility hoat for outboard mOtOE, and a troller. 
Good book for camps, school lobraries, sportsmen. 


2 
user Gant ob ik 


Considine, Robert -& CHNERAL WAINWRIGHT'S STORY Doubleday 
$3.00 

In Wainwright's own words, this is the story of his campaign in the rhilip- 
pines, with its tragic ond; his years of imprisonment, forced to endure the bestiality, 
the senseless cruelty, the hardships and privations and violence and indignities that 
would have destroyed a man with less determination to fool his captors by surviving 
and keeping his soul intact. This is a simple story, told with outspoken frankness, 
no softening of the horrifying details, but without heroics or posturing. This is no 
literary masterpiece. The long chapters of the Philippine campaign seem at times cver= 
loaded with military particulars- the balance of the book, as he is moved from prison 
camp to prison camp, seems at other times understatement. It larks the gift of the 
trained reporter to focus and dramatize. But here it is— a record to help us remember 
Bataan, Corregidor, and ¢he reasons the war was fought—- and won. I question its very 
wide sales appeal even though General Wainwright is an untarnished hero to all American 


readers. 
March 13 


Huxley, Aldous SCIENCE, LIBERTY AND PEACE Harper 

$1.00 

An expanded essay which continues Huxley's transition from the negative to 

the positive, an attitude which has never been as becoming. This is an argument again- 
st science, and its concomitants, the centralization of power in the hands of a minority, 
the centralization of peoples if cities, factories, and under boss rule. Science, in 
the service of nationalism, is also responsible for the wars which prove advantageous 
to both science and the minorities. As a partial, remedial suggestion, he offers the 
pian to organize science on an international basis and thereby reduce its threat to 
the people. As a thinker, Huxley is never too thorough, conclusive, or even persuasive; 
here the argument is overridden- with no practical counterbalance. 


March 18 


Talbot, Beatrite Bill 4ND THAT'S NO LIE Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.00 
No “blarney, but the plainspoken, good humored reminiscences of an Irishman 
of his youth in the old country, a childhood in County Roscommon, and the episodes and 
people which were dnvolved. There was the run-in with the readheaded schoolteacher. 
which put a stop to his education at seven; the departure of an older brother for 
America; his horse, Charlie, which brought in handsome money; and the dissolution of 
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the family at the death of his father when John went to a nearby county as coachman 
to hot-tempered, generous Captain Tuckett. There he cured Mrs. Tuckett's coughing 
Mare, save the reputation of the parlor maid, bested - and won the gratitude of -— the 
Captain, participated indirectly in the pleasurable sports of hunting, racing pheas-— 
ant driving, until finally he too left for America. For all its geniality, the market 


seems fairly indefinable, 


Meek 29 442> 5/21 


Brown, Ralph Morse THE SINGING VOICE Macmillan 
: ~2.50 

Constructive analysis of singing attributes, techniques, voice production 
and training, that should be a good guidepost for the serious student as well as the 
teacher in training. Stressing the six necessities of the professional singer, in- 
telligence, good health, determination, personality, tYoice, musicianship, there are 
chapters on the phgsiology of the vocal cords, voice classification, posture and 
breath control, placement, phonetics, acting, volume, keeping well, etc. Constituted 
to give assurance to the voice student, there are helpful criticisms, warnings, do's 
and don'ts, and useful information and details about teachers, methods of teaching, 
and student-teacher relationships. Though this is by a teacher, it stresses no one 
System, urges understanding the individual implement, ahd seems a fairly sound ground- 
work for a profession. 


Kohn, Hans PROPHETS AND PEOPLE 4\30 eye ry 
| $2.5 

The author of The Idea of Nationalism most recently, Professor Kohn is an 
authority on modern European history and one of its most informed interpreters in terms 
which relate the ideological, economic, philosophical. This is a book of essays pro- 
filing the prophets of the age of nationalism, the age when peoples were the decisive 
actors, the prophets their spokesmen. Not as great figures, or great thinkers, but 
as contributors to the idea of nationalism, Professor Kohn has selected five men of 
five countrios; England's John Stuart Mill, who fought against all abuses of power and 
for national self—determination; Franco's Michelet; the fervent believer in the mes- 
Sianic nationalism of the French Revolution; Italy's Mazzini, whose passion for unity 
was never satisfied in his time; Germany's Treitschke, apostle of the closed nation 
state which tenet Russia, and Dostoevsky, were to follow in their dreams of world | 
domination. One of the true scholars of our time, Professor Kohn makes a distinguished 
contribution to both background and perspective. 





March-a1- 4 |.! 8 


Abbott, Leonard Dalton-Ed. MASTERWORKS OF ECONOMICS Magee 
An exceedingly valuable collection of the classics of the literature of 
economics. Most of us have at some time or other studied these works ~ or read extracts 
from them - or at least the study of economics has given us a degree of familiarity with 
the theories advanced, accepted, and absorbed into the general consciousness of the 
steps by which society has developed the principles of economic theory and practice. 
Ten masters are represented here: Mun, an Elizabethan; Turgot; Adam Smith, whose Wealth 
of Nations is basic to economic history; Malthus whose theories of population controlled 
economic thinking for generations; Ricardo, who established some of the basic principles 
of taxation; Owen who injected a new view of society; John Stuart Mill, political econo- 
mist; Karl Marx, whose Das Kapital has perhaps swayed more thinking than any other book 
other than the Bible or the Koran; Heary George, who set up new standards of understand- 
ing causes of poverty - and Veblen, with his Theory of the Leisure Cless. This volume 
is a virtual library of economics, no digest nor simplification, but the actual texts of 
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the works of the last 300 years that have established the principles. 
March 21 


Brier, Royse WESTERN WORLD Doubleday 
$2.75 
An endeavor to understand Western Civilization, its forces and institu- 
tions, as a process— searching through its 600 year history and examining the process 
as it is manifested in western states. Here are the prime movers of our world, lan- 
guage, race and religion after the Reformation,-— the economics of the Industrial 
Revolution, the growth of liberalism and nationalism. This is a clinical report of 
the western experiment, its present crisis and the attempts to destroy it by Germany 
and Japan. It also shows Germany as the primary danger point of this civilization, 
in terms of her temperament, history, and some of her neighbors, and ends with a con- 
sidoration of UNO as a political solution to our crisis. Learned, coldly analytical, 
comprehensive, 


Horch Pt- No. x Sd 


Bennett, John THE DOCTOR TO THE DEAD Rinehart 
$2.50 


and Grotesque Lepends and Folk Tales of Old Charleston 





Acollection, in a new field, of folk story, myth, drolleries, macabre un- 
reason, that stems, primarily, from the Negro folk-say of Charleston, and which has 
been recast into permanent form, minus dialect. A company of old tales of death, 
mystery, bizarre incredibilities, this has four long narratives, eighteen short sketches, 
that range from diabolic influence, to demanding ghosts, buried treasure, enchantments, 
miracles, visitations, the dead that are not dead, etc. There is the death of the 
Wandering Jew, a doctor obssessed with ministering to the dead, a woman who sells her 
soul that her daughter be white, a\famous black constable; there is superstition, hor- 
ror, teyror and faith. Interesting material, never pedantic, of regional and racial 
tradition and lore. 


March 25 


Hewlett, John LIKE MOONLIGHT ON SNOW McBride 
; $3.00 


The Life of Simon Iturri Patino. 





A biography of the Tin King, whose rags to riches career has all the nec- 
essary fabulous qualities, though little of the human touch, and which career is high- 
lighted, rather than minutely explored. Indian peasant, of Bolivia, Patino found his 
first luck in his wife, his second in accepting a mine, thought to be silver, for a 
bad debt. Through his wife's faith and perseverance, through his own obstinacy, am- 
bition, the richly mineralized tin vein was exploited, developed, and fantastic wealth 
was theirs. Exiled by social ostracism, they strung their palaces along their travels, 
weathcred the last war; headed for decline inthis. A modern legend, rather than a 
force. Illustrated. 


March 25 


Sassoon, Siegfried SIEGFRIED'S JOURNEY: 1916-1920 Viking 
, $3.00 


A memoir of great charm, by the gifted World War I poet and well known 
euthor of Memoirs of a Fox-hunting Man. In this volume, close to the end of World War 





II, he takes time out to review his youthful self and activities during the earlier 
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war and for a few years thereafter, <A budding poet, sportsman and man of peaceful 
pursuits, Sassoon became an infantry officer in the trench battles of France in 1916. 
Disgusted with the-to him- senseless slaughter, he raised a youthful and forcefully 
outspoken cry against war in his best known volume of poetry, Counter Attack, which 





brought him copsiderable fame. He had already moved in notable literary and political 
circles, knowing Hardy, Bridges, Masefield, and now acquiring entree to the homes of 
Lady Randolph Churchill and others in high places. Much of the book deals with his ar- 
dent cultivation of these noteworthies, along with sensitive and acute pen pictures of 
them. The last chapters deal with his lecture trip in America, a rather grotesque 
debacle described with wry humor. But all of this rememberance of times passed Mr. 
Sassaon sees with the calm eyes of maturity. And he records his recollections in the 
flawless, simple and melodious English for which he is well known. Reading his book is 
a good evening's entertainment with a thoroughly civilized and cultivated person. 


IL 
March 26 
Lavrin, Janko TOLSTOY: An Approach Macmillan 


$2.00 
A tedious and pedestrian study of Tolstoy's beliefs and works. Not attempt~ 
ing to write a life, the author weaves in enough biographical material to make clear 
his dissection of Tolstoy and his writings. But the style is flat, dry, and in no way 
does the book give any conception of the scope and genius of that tormented Titan, 
Tolstoy. It adds little or nothing to what almost any cursory reader already knows of 
the great Russian writer. 


March-28 


White, Vaughan OUR NEIGHBORS, THES CHINESE —— 
2.75 

A personalizing portrait of the Shinese, in consistently human terms, which 
interprets the politics, economy of the country in relation to the character of the 
peopic. ‘Here is the governing philosophy of mind over matter, and the material, which 
is responsible for her Confucian inactivity, isolationism; here are the peasants, the 
strongest force in Chinese life, and the reyitaligation of Chana by Dr. Sun- through 
the peasants, as industrf&al cooperatives and the Nationalist movement were organized. 
The elements of schism, the feudal phenomena of the warlords, Tibet- Shangri-la, the 
Japanese with their contrasting sensuality, materialism, aggression. The role of the 
Chinese woman, respected as an equal, and the exemplification in Madame Chiang Kei-shek,. 
The political equation today, Chdang “aieshek and his rule of force in an attempt to 
unify the country, the opposition of the Communists and the odds against these because 
of the nature of the Chines# character. And lastly, China at war. Vaughan White has - 
lived in China for many years, known the people from the bottom to the top, portrayed 
them here with awareness and interest. 


March 7%? Toor - ere 7 


Vananx's Lute Sen Lun Ls 
Burroughs, Betty~ Hd. peumpcanane Lanuy- be aakdns Simon & Schuster 





$3,357 Se ¥ S| 


The Lives of Vasari, the 16th century architect, painter and writer, were 
the first prototype of modern criticism, have constituted a foundation stone for re- 
ference and information, and have- through the centuries— been translated and re~pub- 
lished at various intervals. The editor here has selected 48 of these lives, correated 
and amplified in editorial commentaries, and with the 64 illustrations, eight in full 
color, this should make a handsome book. The Lives, which include brief biographical, 
more extensive critical information, fall in three periods. They express a catholicity 
of taste, include the leading Italian sculptors, architects, painters, Giotto, Della 
Robbia, Donatello, Fra Lippo Lippi, Titian, Leonardo, ijichelangelo, Raphael, del Sarto, 
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most obviously. The book should combine as g gift book and a feference book for art 
shelves, 


March 24 


Giono, Jean BLUE BOY Viking 
$2.75 
The malities of the pagan, the primitive, the pastoral, which gave such 
fictional books as Harvest and Song of the World their special, aesthetic distinction, 
are all part of these sutobiographical reflections, recollections, of Giono's child- 
hood in a village an Lombardy. Here, remembered with affection, and an elusive lyric- 
ism, are those he first loved, the neighbors, the sisters at the convent school, and 
in particular his father, the shoemaker, who doctored and served others avocationally. 
Here too is a first stay in the country with peasant people as, after a severe sickn@éss 
he went to the shepherd Masson, and there was impregnated with the beauty of the 
pastoral which was to color his future work, And the breakup of that world, as friends 
died, and finally his father ~ vhose image is the strongest in these pages. The earth- 
ly mysticism, the tenuousness, associated with Giono — once again for very special 


tastes, ‘ 





TWO - TOO LATE 





Weaver, Robert C, NEGRO LABOR Harcourt, Brace 
93,00 

A documentary, with socio-economic significance, of the Negro's position 
in employment ~ in the past - with the barriers against him, to the beginning of the 
war — when those barriers were maintained even at the expense of the war effort, to 
1942 when the first changes in his status took place. Certain specific fields, air-— 
craft, transportation, are used as proving grounds; the former where the hostility 
was the greatest against employment of any Negro; the latter which only after active 
protest in strikes relaxed the prejudice. Here are the parts played by government, 
by management, by unions in the integration of the Negro in our economic life; here 
too is the dangerous future ahead - where - unless full employment the country over 
is maintained, the "last to be hired, first to be fired" maxim may unfortunately pre- 
vail. For reference, primarily. (1/24) 


Schneideman, Rose DEMOCRaTIC “DUCATION Iiv PRACTICH Harper 
93.00 

A teacher of long experience in the New York publie school system writes 
practically, and with reasonable liberality, of democratic education, which she de- 
fines as an education which wiil improve the individual - and society ~- coequally. 
Here, in explicit detail, are the character criteria to be developed, the atmosphere 
of the classroom most desirable and the techniques to be used, study programs and 
their organization, the teacher-student relationship, social learning, research develop~ 
ment as against memory learning, the curriculum, the evaluation of the student, dis- 
cipline, the school administration, the factor of the home and parental influences. 
One of the titles in the Education for Living Series, this is a practical demonstration 





of teaching aims and methods in the secondary school ~ with sufficient latitude for 
both teacher and student, 
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PLEASE NOTE THES CHANGES IN TITIE, DATE AND PRICE 





John Day 
Cant, Gilbert — THE GREAT PACIFIC VICTORY ~ definite date 1/18 
Price, Willard - KEY TO JAPAN - definite date 1/29 
Rosa, Guido - NORTH AFRICA SPEAKS - from 2/?? to 3/77 


Doubleday 
Chidsey, Donald Barr — PANAMA PASSAGE - price from $2.75 to $3.00 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Spock, Dr, Benjamin - COMMONSENSE BOOK OF BABY CARE - from 1/?7 to 
3/13 (C) 
Van de Water, Frederic - THE SOONER TO SLEEP - definite date 2/15 
von Temmski, Armine ~ ALOHA - from 2/7? to 3/13 
White, Max — IN THE BLAZING LIGHT - from 2/7? to 1/18 


Houghton, Mifflin 
Petry, Ann — THE STREET - from 1/8 to 1/23 (C) 


Knopf 
Valentin, Veit - THE GERMAN PEOPLE — from 2/7? to 4/27 


Little, Brown 
Roark, Garland — WAKE OF THE KED WITCH - from 3/1 to 4/1 


Macrae Smith 
Barnes, Margaret - MY LADY OF CLEVES - from 3/4 to 2/25 


_ Random House 
Crane, Frances — THE SHOCKING PINK HAT - definite date 1/30 


Reynal & Hitchcock 
Braden & Alsop ~ SUB—-ROSA ~ definite date 2/25 
Houston, Noel - GREAT PROMISE - from 2/?? to 3/28 


Vanguerd 
Connolly, Cyril — Ed. HORIZON SHORT STORIsS — from 1/?? to 2/1 


Loader, Pauline — A ROOii FOR THE NIGHT - from 2/7? to 3/28 


Whittlesey House 
Clapper, Olive W, — WASHINGTON TAPESTRY — definite date 1/28 (C) 


Cooper, Page - NAVY NURSE - correct price $2.50 


’ Dean, Vera M, — THE FOUR CUORNS#STONES OF PEACE - correct price $2.50 (C) 
Harrar, E.S. - A GUIDE TO SOUTHERN TREES - definite date 2/1. Correct 


price $4.50 
Hurd, C, - THE VETERANS' PROGRAM — from 2/12 to 2/4 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No. 1 





Note:— For the past eight months, we have been handling the juvenile material with the 
help of Nina Schneider, whose name you will see from now on as the by-line for this 
department, We have tried to strike a middle-of~the-road position between the demands 
of the libraries for critical comment, and the need of the book shops for sound guides 
on good merchandise, Every report is therefore discussed and weighed, and the final 
copy written with both objects in view. We hope we are more nearly approximating your 
desires than hitherto. Nina Schneider has a background of practical experience as 
librarian (under Angelo Patri), teacher, writer ~ and mother. I am keeping my finger 
in the pie, since my contact with the shops and libraries using the Service gives me 

a more intimate knowledge of your individual and diverse requirements, 


With this issue ~ and the 1946 books - we are making one change in age grouping, We are 
putting in an 8 to 1l classtfication, keeping the First Steps in Reading more closely 
tied to beginning reader needs, and avoiding the tricky overlapping of the ll-and 12- 


yearbolds. 
Here's to better and better Juveniles! 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 








Weil, Ann THE VERY FIRST DAY syrncetetent 
1,50 

A sound, comfortable sort of book for children of kindergarten age, with 
lots of black and white and red drawings in line, and a slight but appealing text about 
the first day in school and what it meant to Robert. Variously nicknamed Rob, Bob, 
Robin, Bobby and so on, little Robert almost missed his name in roll call until he sudden- 
ly realized that he was being called Robert, and that this was the important event of 
the day for him, Picture story book appeal — with additional value as first reader, 


Pictures by Jessie Robinson, Warack 1. 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD + (6-9) 


Kunhardt, Dorothy ONCE THERE WAS A LITTLE BOY oe 
2.50 

An odd departure for the author of the joyous Junket Is Nice ~ this is a 
disappointing life of Jesus. It is done from the point of view of Jesus as part of a 
human family (which cancels out its value with Catholic children) —- and family inci- 
dents are coated over with confusing mysticism as recounted by Jesus' mother, Mary, on 
his fifth birthday, He is shown as the eldest child of a large family, as big brother 
to the younger children, mother's favorite, father’s helper. Then, ultimately, as a 
further enhancing of the confusion in the normal setting, Mary describes the Divine 
Birth, the gifts of the Magi, and the guiding star. A difficult book to place — the 
story level is young, the vocabulary and typography would do for third and fourth grade 
readers, The educational value and story substance are doubtful, Ill'd. by Helen 
Sewell, (Spring) 











FIRST STEPS IN READING 
Brown, Paul MERRYLEGS Scribner 
| $2.00 


Just a notice that this - which we reported for pre-holiday season ~ is not 
coming through until February. Story of a hobby horse ~ remember? Somewhat younger in 
appeal than most Paul Brown texts - but his pictures have a definite collector value. 


~ 34 w 





® $2.00 
eo We could do without this one - for we don't like the idea of an elderly 


Bleecker, Mary Noel BIG MUSIC “aes 
ih: This is an exceptionally interesting and worthwhile collection of folk 
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McKinley, Charles HARRIET Viking 


mare of beautiful breeding, addicted to blushes and coyness, receiving gallant atten- 
tion from British museum lions and a palace guard horse. There's a general air of 
quaintness, overlaid with a vague and very English mist of charm, But the William 
Pene duBois illustrations will take it over some hurdles. (Spring) 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 8 ~- 11's 





Foster, Elizabeth GIGI IN AMERICA Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.00 
* The adventures of a much travelled merryego-round horse who sees New Eng- 


land in a gypsy caravan until he is sold to a resort park owner. From there he is for- 
tuitously stolen, and comes to Central Park, accompanied by a faintly Kenneth Grahamish 
rat. He goes through considerable suffering before his beloved one-time mistress ~ now 
grown up and with a little girl of her own - recognizes and claims him, Charming, 

fanciful and satisfying, with real background and good characterization, Definite}y oon 
above average level of story interest, Illustrated by Phyllis N, Cote, (April) */ 7 NL& 


Severn, David A CABIN FOR CRUSOE ee Mifflin 
2.00 

Four very modern English children waylay an expected guest and warn him to 
leave so that they may enjoy their holiday without restraint. But, unexpectediy, the 
erstwhile guest's activities prove more attractive than anything they could manage for 
themselves and when they are all on a friendly basis of understanding, they share ad- 
ventures in the English countryside, Real gypsies, camping, animals, etc, supply mid- 
dling fun, for a story whose pace seems a bit slow for American children's desives. 
(April) 15 


Low, Professor A.M. TICK--- TOCK McBride 
$2,00 | 

A depressing blend of high-flown fantasy and science, bound to confuse the 
young reader, Prof. Low attempts to describe the wonderful passage of a year in nature 
but the child traveler, Bill, and the personified birds, flowers and bees, whirl about 
with outrageous disregard for truth. There is danger in the frequent interspersals of 
factual explanations of natural phenomena, such as rain, with no signposts to indicate 
where fact ends and magic begins, with a creaking of superman machinery. Pedagogicaliy 
unsound, and dull from the point of view of fantasy, this has a condescending tone ~ 
and will please neither schools, libraries nor bookshops. Illustrated (2/5) 


O'Faolain, Bileen MISS PENNYFEATHER AND THE POOKA —— | 
A fairy horse, a fairy race, and childlike mortals form the stuff of an 

original and charming fantasy. Contending fairy tribes of the underworld claim the 

woncerful white horse as their own, but he yearns to return to the freedom of his earth 

howe, where a dear old lady, a loving coachman, and two devoted children want him beck 

again. He wins the race — and his right to a choice - and is welcomed completely when 

he returns to the earth. Illustrations by Aldren Watson. J.1L,.G. selection (Apri) 5/27 


tales, with plenty of humor, a good folk quality not too broad, and an awareness of 

basic values throughcut. A good range, gathered from many sources, from folk lore of 
many lands, including some of the accepted favorites, such as All Gone’ and many un- 
heckneyed new stories, briefly and richly set down, Excellent for family reading, as 


weil as surely popular for ten and eleven year olds, I1l'd, by Louis Glanzman. (Spring) 
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FACT BOOKS FOR THE 8 - 11's 





Qian: conery, Elizabeth Rider KEYS TO NATURE'S SECRETS McBride 
$1.50 
A pretentious title for a shallow book. Successive sections deal with 

disconnected facts of science ~ matters as unrelated as sound vibrations - relation 
of heat to expansion - etc. etc, The intention is to introduce children to some of 
the elementary facts of the scientific world, but the experiments suggested are dif- 
ficult for a child to follow on his own, and demand more accurate and exact explana- 
tion of cause and effect than the author has seemed to think it necessary to give. The 
result is that misconceptions will be inevitable - and we feel that children should 
start with sound factual foundations, and not errors and unclear thinking. The il- 
lustrations and diagrams are a blend of fact and fancy, (2/8) 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YZAR OLDS ~ Fiction 


Dean, Leon W. GUNS OVER CHAMPLAIN Rinehart & Co. 
$2.00 

After an unfortunate lack in background books for younger readers on the 
War of 1812, we seem to be getting a number of good ones. This has a different set- 
ting - the Lake Champlain area, which saw some intensive warfare ~ and this is a good 
yarn. A 17-year old volunteer, and with his romantic friend and mentor, Carter, 
counterbalances the activities of a local big-wig family that trades with the enemy 
contrary to public welfare. There's a bit of love interest, as Carter woos and wins 
the pretty sister of the hero. Good Junior High material - a lively story with de- 
tailed naval background. (4/1T) | 


eo Grace HIGH TAKE AT LOW TIDE — & Co, 
2.00 
An uncommonly slack story of an earnest but dull brother and sister who 
aim to earn money for their family and revitalize a sadly declining shore town near 
Boston. Down to the last faithful housekeeper and favorite sailboat, the young Hills 
work during a summer vacation, ruin an attempt to create a picnic groung nearby, bar 
outsiders from making entry into their midst, and are reluctant to part with family 
property. There are flimsy values, unhelped by dramatic interest, and/or the back- 
ground of water, mossgathering, uninspired young love. (3/21) 





McCulloch, Robert W, COME, JACK Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.50 

° A huge black dog, an unscrupulous thief, and pionesring in the Kansas- 
Nebraska prairies combine in a background-adventure story with excellent feeling for 
animals and terrain, Unsentimentally but persistently, Jack holds to the chase of the 
man who robbed and injured his master, Justice satisfied, Jack finds a new home with 
a prairie family he has grown to trust and love, The period is around the 1880's ~ 
and the setting one which has been little popularized in the juvenile field. (Apri) 5 {4 


Miner, Lewis 5 WILD WATERS Messner 
$2.00 Y 

* For the upper age bracket of this group (13 and up) — this is a rousing 
lusty story of river traffic in the upper Mississippi just prior to the Civil War. 
Lots of exciting river life detail, a clear-cut characterization of the hero, and 
gruff, hearty romance in a story that makes American values of honest sweat and “on 

Qn ewn" ideals. A rich lad is tossed out to learn the river and his job before he 
inherits the shipping business to which he will be heir. He finds friendship, work 
values, his manhood and romance, as well as getting some insight into the problems 
facing his country in the years ahead, as social and political problems are touched 
on soundly, tolerantly, and in a manner not too complex for the teens, Pictures by 
Raymond Iufkin. (April) + L @ | 
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strong, Charles STRANGER AT THE INLET Messner 
92.00 

4 Roger Baxter mystery ( This is the start of a series.) in which Roger 
and his younger brother Bill, work with a secret service agent to help capture some 
diamond smugglers. Straight adventure appeal with sound if rough character sketches, 
The setting is a New England fishing village - and addicts of the "comics" will find 
the Baxters thoroughly satisfying. Independent, quick, resourceful, alert to mechani- 
cal and electrical problems, the boys help rig an electric system which helps trap the 
dishonest men, I11'd by John Wonsetgfler, (April) 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YAR OLDS ~- Non-Fiction 





Horning, John L, & AN OPEN DOOR TO CHiMISTRY Appleton-Century 
McGinnis, George C, $2.00 


A simple how-to-do-it book for Junior High interest level. The author 
gives suggestions for assembling a home laboratory, some chemical theory and directions 
for assembling a home laboratory, some chemical theory and directions for performing 
28 simple and safe experiments, such as soap making, food testing, water purification 
and cloth testing. Of interest to the young amateur chemist, but the rather dull for- 
mat and unglamorous illustrations will not convert any readers not already interested 
in the subject, Competent handling for school and library uses. (March)Qa. 


Conger, Elizabeth Mallett SHIPS OF THE FLEET Henry Holt 
92,00 
° Simple factual material for boys who like ships - presented in such a way 


that it should appeal to some boys “ho are not particularly concerned. All types of 
naval vessels - and the parts they played in the recent war, with accompanying photo- 
graphic illustrations, Casual style with a real sense of drama, for the text which 
describes pointed incidents in which certain ships proved their worth, from the larg- 
est carriers to the smallest patrol ships, Consideration in less detail for aircraft 
and freighters of the naval arm, This wont date with the end of war, Third in series, 


Cleland, Robert Glass CALIFORNIA PAGEANT Knopf 
$2.50 
* We lied this better than the book on Virginia that launched the series. 


It seems more a part of today's picture than a nostalgic looking backwards. An ex- 
cellent and lively history of California from the time of the earliest explorer to the 
presént. Physical characteristics, the races and peoples that settled and developed 
it, the growth from an isolated area to statehood, its literature, government, eco- 
nomic status and place in the world, its romance and colorful traditions, all handled 
in a way to create a compact, attractive book, written in direct, economical style, 
and illustrated with Lufkin illustrations. Chronology and index. (March) /# 


Knight, Charles R. LIFS THROUGH THE AGES rag | 
Knight is well known for his accurate factual museum paintings of pre- 
historic and early animal life. This book covers species from the Cambrian Epoch, 
Devonian Period through the Jurrassic period, and includes such prehistoric creatures 
as Atiosaurus, Brontosaurus, and their mplatives; Triceratops, Zeuglodon, and other 
weird creatures. In the final chapters, he makes an attempt to bridge the gap between 
past and present by showing descendants like passenger pigeons and whales,.. moose 
and men. A rather studied style in a kind of classic museum catalogue manner uses 
vocabulary beyond the 12 year level, while the picture book shape and format suggests 
even younger readers. The books value will be largely for the museum-wise youngster 
in a large city where a natural history mseum is a goal for young visitors, Libraries 
i ge will find the photographically accurate pictures valuable for reference. 
March) |4 
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Coe, Douglas THE BURMA ROAD Messner 
$240 So 

An impressive descriptive record of an historic feat,- hand labor construc- 

tion of the Burma Road, almost wholly without machinery and with inadequate funds. An 

awe-inspiring performance done by Chinese coolie labor at its lowest social level, at 

terrific cost of life. Though American and British phases of the work are not insub- 

stantial, they pale to small proportions compared with the incredible achievement of 

the Chinese. The part of the Burma Road in the war and its probable place in the 

future of Southeast Asia are clearly traced. The style is concise, clearcut, and right- 

fully subordinated to the facts which are of interest to teen agers and adults. 


Illustrated hy Winfield Scott Hoskins. (Apaéd) MLOr+4 Cay Es 





Von Hagen, Victor W. SOUTH AMERICAN ZOO aia Messner 
bs $2.50 & 
A very personal account of this explorer's experiences with animals in the 
jungles of South America. Unusual material, competently handled, but sometimes marred 
by the attempt to inject, inappropriately, big concepts such as evolution, in too ? 
sprightly and offhand a manner. His previous work, some of it in collaboration with 5 he 
his wife and fellow explorer, have developed a market for this book, for early teens. /¥"™ 
Illustrated by Francis Lee Jaques, who does enchanting nature sketches in line. 


Waldeck, Jo Besse McElveen JUNGLE JOURIEY Viking 
$2.50 
The wife of Theodore Waldeck, whose books have established a high level 
for exploration reading, makes her contribution in an informative, stimulating account 
of an expedition through the unexplored jungles of British Guiana. Twelve to fifteen 
years olds can satisfy an appetite for adventure without bloodthirsty tigers and head~ 
hunting cannibals. She and her husband travelled by canoe up the Cuyuni to its source, 
and lived for almost a year with a primitive Indian tribe. Good, straight-foward style 
and an attitude which is neither patronizing nor glamorizing makes this exceptionally 
fine library and school library material. Kurt Wiese illustrations. (Spring) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 





Note: - Double list for this group too, Lewis I!iner's WILD WaTERS ( Messner ) reviewed 


on PP. = ; 
Lansing, Elisabeth NANCY NaYLOR: Captain of Flight Nurses Crowell 
$2.00 

Straight story with only faintly useful career or vocational material, in 
an exciting might-be-true tale of an Army Flight nurse who takes part in the Normandy 
invasion, sees at first hand the battle for the liberation of Paris, is lost and 
rescued on a Rhine battlefield, and comes home to her cheering family and her romantic 
pilot. Sustained dramatic interest, interesting background, hut inadequate, two-dimen- 
sional characterization for a swift-paced story. (Spring) 





Deming, Dorothy PAM WILSON, REGISTERED NURSE Dodd, Mead 
$2.00 
Dorothy Deming does better than Elisabeth Lansing on the factual career | 
details - and less well on the story interest ( see note above ). Here- in a "return 
engagement" for the popular Pam - the background and nursing details at the hospital- 
in Alaska~ in New England- are fine, but the romance, as the problem lover returns 
from the war, with a brooding mood upon him, makes pretty dull and unconvincing stuff 
until a New England hurricane livens up the story. A series of minor climaxes at long 
last lead to the wind-swept house on the hill and wedding bells for Pam. (February) 
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Hudson, H.H. TALES OF THE GAUCHOS Knopf 
$3.00 

The middle and late teens seem just about ripe for Hudson - particularly 

Green Mansions and Little Boy Lost. Perhaps this compilation of extracts from those 








titles and stories from some of his other works,~ Tales of the Pampas, The Naturalist 
in La Plata etc. will be a good introduction and lead to reading him in more detail. 
Elizabeth Coatsworth has made the selection and edited the material for this volume, 
but the stories seem uneven in appeal for this age level. There are tales of drama, 
humor, adventure, fantasy, observation; there's e good deal of writing with the philo- 
sophical unreal quality which is definitely more adult in appeal. The illustrations 
by Henry ©. Pitz are stunning- it's a beautiful piece of book making, though the action 
quality in drawings and jacket might be misleading and indicate this as a collection 

of adventure stories primarily. (March) /# 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 











Note:— Double list for this section, Douglas Coe's THE BURMA ROAD (Messner) and Jo 
Besse Waldeck's JUNGLE JOURNEY (Viking) reviewed on P. 38 


Augur, Helen PASSAGE TO GLORY Doubleday 
$3,00 

(For full report of this book, see P. 485.) Here's a biography of John 
Ledyard, American traveler and visionary, whose dreams outlived his times. This is 
his personal argosy from Groton, Connecticut, to rebellion in Dartmouth, and his voy- 
age with Capt. Cook on a vain effort to find the N.W. Passage, his futile years trying 
to prove the importance of American achievement on the Pacific Coast, ending in his 
long, poverty~stricken trip on foot from London to Russia. There circumstances forced 
him to accept a commission to explore Africa~ and there he died...A brilliant observer, 
@ good anthropologist, a curious genius, Ledyard's history represents the cracking of 
the Colonial shell, a new trend for a young nation. Illustrated. (1/10) 


Dunlap, Orrin E. Jr. RADAR Harper 
$2.50 
Interesting reading made of one of the war's most closely guarded secrets, 
with hints of peacetime applications. One follows the steps by which science brought 
together related findings to create the war's most important device. Here we see the 
contributions made by scientists of other countries,- British and American teamwork, 
the Radiation Laboratory at M.I.T., cooperating industries, etc. (For full report of 
this book, see adult section, P. 556.) (2/27) 


Weber, Julia MY COUNTRY SCHOOL DIARY "En to 
: 2.5 

This brings the human touch to vedsgogy and should be of great interest to 
young women contemplating teaching as a career. It is a heartening picture of four 
years in a one teacher school, not without its disappointments, but proving the value 
of social goals and .fiexible programs. Here is the rural school, with a new teach- 
er, new ideas— the years from 1936-39. The children developed self control, the abile 
ity to take home what they learned. Here is the process of validating and rejecting, 
of challenging work, of watching response to group living - and at the end of ‘each 
year realization that the final results were paying dividends. Top notch vocational 
material in a field which generally offers isolated, impersonal information. (For full 
report see adult section, P. 556.) (2/27) 


Braden, Tom & Alsop, Stewart SUB- ROSA ened mea anaiae 
) 2.5 
(For full report, see P. 13). True adventure- the story of the Office of 
Strategic Service, the agency that coordinated resistance movements in occupied coun- 
tries- that accumulated and centralized inter-Allied intelligence. Details- hitherto 


secret- of their activities in advance of military operations, in Europe and Asia. 
(February) 








